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UNIDO 9*" Ministerial Conference of the Least Developed Countries (LDCs)
VIRTUAL SIDE EVENT 7 - PANEL DISCUSSION

Accelerating the energy transition through integrated and inclusive
regional renewable energy and energy efficiency product and service markets within
the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA)

25 November 2021, 5 - 6:30 pm CEST
viaZOOM

Regular updates: http://afcfta.gn-sec.net

Within the framework of UNIDO 9th Ministerial Conference of the Least Developed Countries (LDCs), the
Global Network of Regional Sustainable Energy Centers (GN-SEC)! and the Energy Efficient Lighting and
Appliances (EELA)? project teams, organize a panel discussion titled “Accelerating the energy transition
through integrated and inclusive regional renewable energy and energy efficiency product and service
markets within the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA)”. This side event is an important
contribution to various priorities of the LDC5 conference and envisaged Doha Programme of Action, as
well as to the newly established Africa Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA)’s energy strategy.

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

The Africa Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is the African continent’s most ambitious integration
initiative, embedded in the Agenda 2063 of the African Union, whose main objective is to create a single
continental market for products and services with free movement of people and investments, thus
expanding intra-African trade across the continent, enhancing competitiveness and supporting economic
transformation in Africa.

The expansion and harmonization of regional renewable energy and energy efficiency product and service
markets is an important pillar of the AfCFTA and can become an accelerator of the continent’s energy and
climate transition. This vision goes beyond the interconnection of transmission lines and pipelines and
includes the entire value chain of sustainable energy product manufacturing and servicing. Most of the
African countries have set ambitious goals for grid-connected and decentralised renewable energy and
there is a growing demand for a broad range of on-grid and off-grid solutions, including digital devices.
Moreover, major market shifts to more efficient lighting and appliances meeting harmonised standards
are underway.

These trends offer opportunities for domestic energy entrepreneurs and businesses to get a “fair” share
of the investments, in terms of revenue and job creation. However, since the productive capacities are
unequally shared among Africa, there is need to further mitigate barriers related to inter-regional trade
and quality standards. An inclusive energy transition requires special attention to local value creation, as
well as supply(ier)-oriented incentives, standards, quality infrastructure and business models. However,
particularly least developed countries (LDCs) are often reduced to the role of importers. This questions

! www.gn-sec.net
2EELA

1/3


https://zoom.us/w/91440876779?tk=DEo8wsXnmoKstFU0Rm2XjrxdfQAyZVRHcA9QjH1IxHk.DQMAAAAVSk0M6xZQQVdwMjJRblIwbW1aZG1qUWJpVk5nAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA&uuid=WN_TSBwge1xQZKihJ9oSKTQ7A
http://afcfta.gn-sec.net/
http://www.gn-sec.net/
https://www.eacreee.org/project/energy-efficient-lighting-and-appliances-eela-project-southern-and-eastern-africa

cﬁ

N ynitep NATIONS \/ \ Global Network
JNID 0 GN/'\ EC LIGHTING AND APPLIANCES

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION /A in East and Southern Africa

&
o

\
—e
|

the long-term sustainability of investments in decentralized renewable energy mini-grids and stand-alone
systems, as well as energy efficiency in general. The lack of domestic R&D, entrepreneurship and
innovation hinders the commercialization solutions adapted to the realities of LDCs and small island
developing states (SIDS) in Africa.

Therefore, over the past decade, UNIDO in close partnership with the regional economic communities
(RECs) has established the Global Network of Regional Sustainable Energy Centers (GN-SEC). Under a joint
platform, UNIDO provides support for the creation of such centers and facilitates south-south and
triangular cooperation on energy solutions of mutual interest. Together with the recently adopted Central
African Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (CEREEAC), the network covers the entire
African continent and complements the important work of the regional power pools and regulators.

As part of the economic integration efforts of the RECs, the GN-SEC centres aim to accelerate the energy
transition by creating economies of scales, equal progress and spill-over effects between countries. The
integration and harmonization of sustainable energy product and service markets is an important
cornerstone of their work. Actions to strengthen the local productive and innovation capacities of energy
businesses and entrepreneurs is a particular focus. This is done by setting fiscal and non-fiscal incentives,
local content requirements, product and service standards, support for R&D, qualification and
certification and quality infrastructure.

In this context, an interesting example for south-south cooperation is the area of energy efficiency.
Through the regional centres, ECOWAS, SADC, EAC and Arab countries have developed regional minimum
energy performance standards (MEPS) for electric appliances, which are currently nationally
implemented. They will become drivers for market transformation, protect the consumers from an influx
of low quality and inefficient products, make locally produced or assembled products more cost
competitive and have further positive impacts for more than 800 million African energy consumers.
Another innovative example is a regional approach, which aims to create clean tech cluster hubs providing
shared resources, intelligence, incubation support and makerspace to entrepreneurs and start-ups in
lower-income countries.

EXPECTED OUCOMES OF THE SIDE EVENT

= Broaden the discussion on the energy dimension of the AfCFTA beyond the interconnection of
power pools by considering the entire value chain of sustainable energy product manufacturing
and servicing.

= Strengthen the awareness on the benefits of the AfCFTA for an inclusive African energy and
climate transition, creating local jobs and turnover, facilitating inter-regional trade and joint
ventures between African businesses.

= Strengthen the awareness on the importance of supply(ier)-side support, local content
requirements, quality infrastructure and standards for the African sustainable energy industry.

= Reinforce the role of the GN-SEC centres regarding the harmonisation of sustainable energy
product and service standards and the implementation of the energy dimension of the AfCFTA.

= Facilitate the development of an UNIDO GN-SEC program in support of the AfCFTA, focusing on
sustainable energy quality infrastructure and standards, including for on-grid and off-grid
renewable energy solutions, as well as efficient appliances.
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DRAFT AGENDA

Accelerating the energy transition through integrated and inclusive
regional renewable energy and energy efficiency product and services markets within
the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA)

25 November 2021, 5 — 6:30 pm CEST, Zoom

Opening remarks (max. 5min each)
=  H.E Albert Muchanga African Union Commissioner, Economic Development, Trade, Industry
and Mining (TBC)

05:00
=  Mr. Tareq Emtairah, Director, Department of Energy, United Nations Industrial
Development Organization (UNIDO)
Scene setting (5min)
05:10 = Mr. Bah Saho, Executive Director, ECOWAS Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency (ECREEE)
Keynote (5min)
5:15 =  H.E. Mr. Wamkele Mene, Secretary General of the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA) Secretariat (TBC)
Discussion (max. 3 min/question/panellist)
Expected speakers:
=  Moderator/facilitator: Mr. Ashraf Kraidy, Planning Director at the Regional Center for
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (RCREEE) for Arab States
Panellists
=  Mr. Johan van den Berg, Head of Secretariat, Africa-EU Energy Partnership
05:20 = Mr. Gurbuz Gonul, Director — Country Engagement & Partnerships, International Renewable
Energy Agency (IRENA)
= Mr. Brian E. Isabirye, Commissioner for Renewable Energy in Uganda
=  Ms. Jessica Magnusson, Senior Advisor, Power Africa, Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency (Sida)
=  Ms. Eugenia Masvikeni, Renewable Energy Expert, SADC Centre for Renewable Energy and
Energy Efficiency (SACREEE)
Closing remarks
06:20 = Mr. Canon Goddy Muhanguzi Muhumuza, Interim Executive Director of the East African

Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (EACREEE)

EURTHER INFORMATION AND CONTACT

Regular updates on the event are available at: http://afcfta.gn-sec.net. For questions or suggestions
related to the content of the event, please contact the focal points by e-mail: afcfta@gn-sec.net

Martin Lugmayr, UNIDO, Energy Systems and Infrastructure Division (ESI)
Karin Reiss, UNIDO, Energy Systems and Infrastructure Division (ESI)
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